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RESPONSE TO ELECTION-OF-SPECffiS REQUIREMENT 



Sir: 



The Office Action dated January 15, 2004, imposed an election-of-species 
requirement in the above-identified application. In the Office Action, the Examiner 
required election of a single disclosed species for prosecution on the merits in this 
application. The Office Action states that no claims are generic. 

The Examiner alleged the existence of claims directed to ten (10) patentably 
distinct species of the claimed invention: 

Species 1: Figures 1-8, "relating to specific image having superimposed noise"; 
Species 2: Figures 9 and 10, "relating to specific image outputted with low 
frequency"; 

Species 3: Figures 12 and 13, "relating to specific image having image data 

synthesized with sub-image data"; 
Species 4: Figure 15, "relating to specific image outputted with the lowest 

resolution"; 



Species 5: Figure 16, "relating to specific image with the lowest resolution is 
enlarged to an image size as that of the highest resolution"; 

Species 6: Figures 17-19, "relating to specific image with noise removed from 
the image"; 

Species 7: Figures 21-30, "relating to specific image getting halftone processing 
using dithering"; 

Species 8: Figures 31-35, "relating to specific image having image data 

converted to monochrome image"; 
Species. 9: Figures 39-43, "relating to specific image with image data replaced"; 

and 

Species 10: Figure 44, "relating to specific image with image data inverted". 

Applicant hereby elects, without traverse, Species 4, on which Claims 1-5, 
42, and 47 are readable, for prosecution on the merits. 

An early and favorable examination on the merits is respectfully requested. 

Applicant's undersigned attorney may be reached in our New York office by 
telephone at (212) 218-2100. All correspondence should continue to be directed to our 
below listed address. 
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